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(57) ABSTRACT

A triple quadrupole mass spectrometer provided with: a cali-
bration information storage section for storing mass calibra-
tion information showing the relationship between the mass-
to-charge ratio and a calibration value, with a CID gas
pressure as a parameter, for each measurement mode of an
MS/MS analysis including a dissociating operation using a
collision cell; and a controller for calibrating the mass-to-
charge ratio of the ion to be detected by a detector, by reading,
from the calibration information storage section, the mass
calibration information corresponding to the measurement
mode to be performed and a specified CID gas pressure and
by driving each the front and rear quadrupoles and using that
information.
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Fig. 4

EXAMPLE OF TABLE IN MASS CALIBRATION TABLE SET FOR Q1 SCAN
(FOR CID GAS PRESSURE 200 kPa; ROWS: SCAN SPEED; COLUMNS: m/z)
e~z 65 05| 168. 10] 344.20] 652. 40 [1004. 60]1312.80] 0.00 | |&
125 | -0.94 | -0.84(-0.69 | -0.49 | +0.05| +0.45 | +0.00
500 | -0.85 | -0.76] -0.60 | -0.38 | +0.18| +0.60 | +0.00
1000 | -0.75 | —0.54| -0.47 | —0.23 | +0.36| +0.80 | +0.00
1500 | -0.64 | -0.52| -0.34 | -0.07 | +0.54| +1.01 | +0.00
2000 | -0.54 | -0.41]-0.21 | +0.07 | +0.72| +1.21 | +0.00
2500 | -0.43 | -0.29| -0.08 | +0.23 | +0.90| +1.41 | +0.00
3000 | -0.35 | -0.20| +0.04 | +0.39 | +1.11] +1.66 | +0.00

< [»

{

EXAMPLE OF TABLE IN MASS CALIBRATION TABLE SET FOR Q3 SCAN
(FOR CID GAS PRESSURE 200 kPa; ROWS: SCAN SPEED; COLUMNS: m/z)

we~vz| 65.05 | 168. 10| 344.20| 652.40 |1004.60/1312.80, 0.00 | |~
125 -0.94 | -0.84]| -0.64 | -0.24 | +0.25 ] +0.75 | +0.00
500 -0.91| -0.81]-0.61 | -0.21 | +0.29| +0.79 | +0.00
1000 | -0.87 | =0.77| -0.57 | -0.16 | +0.34| +0.85 | +0.00
1500 | -0.83 | -0.73| -0.52 | -0.11 | +0.39| +0.90 | +0.00
2000 | -0.79 | -0.69| -0.48 | -0.07 | +0.44| +0.95 | +0.00
2500 | -0.76 | -0.65| -0.44 | -0.02 | +0.49| +1.01 | +0.00
3000 | -0.71 | -0.61|-0.39 | +0.02 | +0.54| +1.06 | +0.00

(0T D

4




U.S. Patent May 31, 2016 Sheet 4 of 5 US 9,355,827 B2

Fig. 5A Fig. 5B
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TRIPLE QUADRUPOLE MASS
SPECTROMETER AND NON-TRANSITORY
COMPUTER-READABLE MEDIUM
RECORDING A PROGRAM FOR TRIPLE
QUADRUPOLE MASS SPECTROMETER

TECHNICAL FIELD

The present invention relates to a triple quadrupole mass
spectrometer and a non-transitory computer-readable
medium recording a program for a triple quadrupole mass
spectrometer.

BACKGROUND ART

In a quadrupole mass spectrometer, an amount of voltage
corresponding to the mass-to-charge-ratio (m/z) of a target
ion to be analyzed (this voltage is composed of a DC voltage
and a radio-frequency voltage combined together) is applied
to a quadrupole mass filter to selectively allow the target ion
to pass through the quadruple mass filter and be detected by a
detector. In many cases, when the system is controlled so as to
selectively allow an ion having a target mass-to-charge ratio
to pass through the quadruple mass filter, a discrepancy
occurs between the target mass-to-charge ratio and the mass-
to-charge ratio of the actually detected ion, due to mechanical
errors in the quadrupole mass filter, variations in the charac-
teristics of electric circuits, conditions of the use environ-
ment, and other factors. To correct this discrepancy in the
mass-to-charge ratio, a mass calibration (i.e. calibration of the
mass-to-charge ratio) is normally performed before the mea-
surement.

In the mass calibration task, as described in Patent Litera-
ture 1, a measurement is initially performed using a standard
sample containing a component whose theoretical value of
the mass-to-charge ratio is previously known. The obtained
measured value of the mass-to-charge ratio is compared with
the theoretical value to determine the mass deviation at that
mass-to-charge ratio, and this mass deviation is stored as a
calibration value in a memory device. Later on, in the mea-
surement of a target sample, a controller reads the calibration
value corresponding to the target mass-to-charge ratio from
the memory device and corrects the voltage applied to the
quadrupole mass filter using the calibration value so that the
mass deviation will be zero. Consequently, an ion having the
target mass-to-charge ratio is selectively allowed to pass
through the quadrupole mass filter, to eventually arrive at and
be detected by the detector.

Meanwhile, a mass spectrometric technique called the
MS/MS analysis is commonly used for the purpose of iden-
tifying substances having high molecular weights and ana-
lyzing their structures. There are various configurations of
mass spectrometers for performing MS/MS analyses, among
which the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer is popularly
used due to its comparatively simple structure and inexpen-
siveness.

As disclosed in Patent Literature 2 and other documents, a
triple quadrupole mass spectrometer normally has a front-
stage quadrupole mass filter (which is hereinafter called the
“front quadrupole™) and a rear-stage quadrupole mass filter
(which is hereinafter called the “rear quadrupole”), with a
collision cell (collision chamber) provided in between for
breaking ions into fragments by collision induced dissocia-
tion (CID). Inside this collision cell, an ion guide with four (or
more) poles is provided to transport ions while focusing them.

When various ions produced from a sample are introduced
into the front quadrupole, the front quadrupole selectively
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allows only an ion having a specific mass-to-charge ratio to
pass through it as a precursor ion. Meanwhile, CID gas (e.g.
argon gas) is introduced into the collision cell. The precursor
ion introduced into this collision cell collides with the CID
gas and undergoes dissociation to be broken into various
product ions. The precursor ion and various product ions are
focused by the effect of the radio-frequency electric field
formed by the quadrupole ion guide. When the various prod-
uct ions produced by the CID are introduced into the rear
quadrupole, the rear quadrupole selectively allows only a
product ion having a specific mass-to-charge ratio to pass
through it. The product ion which has been allowed to pass
through the rear quadrupole arrives at and is detected by the
detector.

Such a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer is capable of
performing MS/MS analyses in various modes, such as the
multiple reaction monitoring (MRM) measurement, product-
ion scan measurement, precursor-ion scan measurement, and
neutral-loss scan measurement.

In the MRM measurement, the mass-to-charge ratio of the
ion which is allowed to pass through is fixed in each of the
front and rear quadrupoles to measure the intensity of a spe-
cific product ion derived from a specific precursor ion. In the
product-ion scan measurement, while the mass-to-charge
ratio of the ion which is allowed to pass through the front
quadrupole is fixed at a certain value, the mass-to-charge ratio
of the ion which is allowed to pass through the rear quadru-
pole is varied to scan a predetermined range of mass-to-
charge ratios. By this operation, a mass spectrum of product
ions derived from a specific precursor ion is obtained.

The precursor-ion scan measurement is the opposite of the
product-ion scan measurement: While the mass-to-charge
ratio of the ion which is allowed to pass through the rear
quadrupole is fixed at a certain value, the mass-to-charge ratio
of'the ion which is allowed to pass through the front quadru-
pole is varied to scan a predetermined range of mass-to-
charge ratios. By this operation, a mass spectrum of precursor
ions which generate a specific product ion is obtained. In the
neutral-loss scan measurement, a mass scan over a predeter-
mined mass range is performed in each of the front and rear
quadrupoles while constantly maintaining the difference
between the mass-to-charge ratio of the ion passing through
the front quadrupole and that of the ion passing through the
rear quadruple (i.e. the neutral loss). By this operation, a mass
spectrum of precursor ions/product ions having a specific
neutral loss is obtained.

Naturally, the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer can
also be used to perform a normal scan measurement or
selected ion monitoring (SIM) measurement in which no CID
is performed in the collision cell. In this case, the operation of
selecting an ion according to its mass-to-charge ratio is not
performed in one of the front and rear quadrupoles; all the
ions are allowed to pass through that quadrupole.

Since the two (front and rear) quadrupole mass filters are
thus provided, the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer
requires the mass calibration to be performed independently
for each of the front and rear quadrupoles in order to improve
the capability of selecting the precursor or product ion. In the
case of conventional triple quadrupole mass spectrometers,
the mass calibration information for MS/MS analyses is nor-
mally prepared independently for each of the front and rear
quadrupoles based on a measurement result obtained by an
MS analysis performed at a certain low level of scan speed
using a standard sample. However, a problem exists in that, if
the mass calibration information obtained in this manner is
used as a basis for the mass calibration, the discrepancy in the
mass-to-charge ratio axis in the mass spectrum will increase
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with an increase in the scan speed in some measurement
modes, such as the precursor-ion or neutral-loss scan mea-
surement.

Similarly to the mass calibration, the adjustment of the
mass-resolving power is also performed using a measurement
result obtained by an MS measurement performed at a certain
low level of scan speed using a standard sample. This has the
problem that the mass-resolving power decreases (i.e. the
peak width of a peak profile corresponding to a single com-
ponent increases) with an increase in the scan speed in some
measurement modes, such as the precursor-ion scan or neu-
tral-loss scan, or even if the mass-resolving power does not
decrease, the sensitivity significantly decreases due to the
decrease in the amount of ions passing through.

In recent years, substances to be analyzed have been more
and more complex, while currently there is a strong demand
for improving the efficiency of the analyzing task as well as
enhancing the quality of the analysis. For example, in a sys-
tem having a liquid chromatograph (L.C) coupled with a triple
quadrupole mass spectrometer, a product-ion scan measure-
ment triggered by an MRM measurement or normal scan
measurement may be performed in order to obtain structural
information in conjunction with the measurement of the
molecular weights of various components contained in a
sample. In such a case, it is necessary to increase the scan
speed and repeat the scan measurement with a shorter cycle of
time, in order to ensure an adequate number of data points per
one peak or to perform the product-ion scan measurement for
both positive and negative ions as well as under multiple
conditions with different amounts of collision energy. To
meet such needs, increasing the mass-scan speed is indispens-
able, which makes the aforementioned problems more notice-
able, such as the discrepancy in the mass-to-charge ratio axis
and the decrease in the mass-resolving power.

Therefore, in Patent Literature 3, the present inventor has
proposed a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer having a
calibrating function in which mass calibration information
showing the relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio
and the calibration value (or resolution-adjusting value) with
the scan speed as the parameter is stored for each measure-
ment mode of the MS analysis and MS/MS analysis, and the
mass-to-charge ratio of the ion to be detected by the detector
is calibrated by driving each of the front and rear quadrupoles
using the mass calibration value (or resolution-adjusting
value) corresponding to the measurement mode to be per-
formed and the scan speed specified. With the triple quadru-
pole mass spectrometer described in Patent Literature 3, it is
possible to reduce the discrepancy in the mass-to-charge ratio
axis of the mass spectrum or the decrease in the mass-resolv-
ing power and obtain a mass spectrum with a high level of
mass accuracy or high level of mass resolution even in the
case of performing an MS/MS analysis including a high-
speed scan.

CITATION LIST
Patent Literature
Patent Literature 1: JP 11-183439 A
Patent Literature 2: JP 7-201304 A
Patent Literature 3: JP 2012-159336 A
Patent Literature 4: JP 2012-043721 A
SUMMARY OF INVENTION
Technical Problem

The previously described triple quadrupole mass spec-
trometer having the mass-calibrating function with the scan
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speed as the parameter does not have any problem if it has a
comparatively narrow range of CID gas pressures that can be
set. However, in recent years, there has been the trend toward
the increasing upper limit of the range of CID gas pressure
that can be set in the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer in
order to improve the CID efficiency (ion dissociation effi-
ciency) in the collision cell. In such a mass spectrometer
which allows the setting of a wide range of CID gas pressures,
if a mass calibration value or resolution-adjusting value
obtained under a certain CID gas pressure is used in a sample
analysis performed at a CID gas pressure that is significantly
different from the aforementioned CID gas pressure, the
problem ofthe discrepancy in the mass-to-charge ratio axis or
the deterioration of the peak shape due to a decrease in the
resolving power occurs.

FIGS. 6A, 6B, 6C, and 6D show measurement examples of
the specific peak-profile waveforms obtained by measure-
ments using the conventional aforementioned triple quadru-
pole mass spectrometer. It should be noted that, for ease of
observation of the discrepancy in the mass-to-charge ratio
axis, those measurement examples show the results obtained
by measurements performed in a front quadrupole scan mea-
surement mode (which will be described later) with CID gas
introduced into the collision cell. In any of those measure-
ment examples, the previously described mass calibration
and resolution adjustment with the scan speed as the param-
eter were performed using a mass calibration value and reso-
Iution-adjusting value obtained at a CID gas pressure of 190
kPa. In examples of FIGS. 6A and 6B, the CID gas pressure
used in the measurement was set at 190 kPa, i.e. the same level
as used in obtaining the mass calibration value and resolution-
adjusting value. The gas pressure was increased to 300kPa in
example of FIG. 6C and further to 330 kPa in example of FIG.
6D. The scan speed of the front quadrupole in each measure-
ment was 30 u/s in example of FIG. 6A and 300 u/s in
examples of FIGS. 6B-6D. In the cases of FIGS. 6 A and 6B in
which the measurements were performed under the same CID
gas pressure as used in obtaining the mass calibration value
and resolution-adjusting value, each of the centroid peaks
indicated by the vertical lines is approximately located at the
center of the horizontal axis of the graph, which demonstrates
that there is no discrepancy in the mass-to-charge ratio axis.
By contrast, in the cases of FIGS. 6C and 6D in which the
measurements were performed under the higher CID gas
pressures than the level used in obtaining the mass calibration
value and resolution-adjusting value, although the mass-scan
speed is the same as in example of FIG. 6B, a discrepancy in
the mass-to-charge ratio axis occurred; in particular, a con-
siderable amount of discrepancy is present in example of FIG.
6D in which the CID gas pressure was higher. Furthermore,
the peak shapes of FIGS. 6C and 6D are worse than those in
FIGS. 6A and 6B, which demonstrates that the mass-resolv-
ing power is not appropriately adjusted.

The present invention has been developed in view of the
previously described points. Its primary objective is to pro-
vide a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer capable of reduc-
ing the discrepancy in the mass-to-charge ratio axis of the
mass spectrum even in the case of performing an analysis
under various CID gas pressures. Another objective of the
present invention is to provide a triple quadrupole mass spec-
trometer capable of reducing the decrease in the mass-resolv-
ing power even in the case of performing an analysis under
various CID gas pressures.

Solution to Problem

The first aspect of the present invention aimed at solving
the previously described problem is a triple quadrupole mass
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spectrometer having: an ion source for ionizing a sample; a
front quadrupole for selecting, as a precursor ion, an ion
having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from various ions pro-
duced by the ion source; a collision cell for causing dissocia-
tion of the precursor ion by making the precursor ion collide
with collision induced dissociation gas; a rear quadrupole for
selecting an ion having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from
various product ions produced by the dissociation; and a
detector for detecting the ion passing through the rear qua-
drupole, the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer including:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing the relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration value,
with the pressure of a collision induced dissociation gas as a
parameter, for each measurement mode of an MS/MS analy-
sis including a dissociating operation using the collision cell;
and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by reading, from the
calibration information storage section, the mass calibration
information corresponding to the measurement mode to be
performed and a specified pressure of the collision induced
dissociation gas and by driving each of the front quadrupole
and the rear quadrupole using that information.

The second aspect of the present invention aimed at solving
the previously described problem is a triple quadrupole mass
spectrometer having: an ion source for ionizing a sample; a
front quadrupole for selecting, as a precursor ion, an ion
having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from various ions pro-
duced by the ion source; a collision cell for causing dissocia-
tion of the precursor ion; a rear quadrupole for selecting an
ion having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from various prod-
uct ions produced by the dissociation; and a detector for
detecting the ion passing through the rear quadrupole, the
triple quadrupole mass spectrometer including:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing the relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration value with
the pressure of a collision induced dissociation gas in the case
of'performing a mass scan of the front quadrupole as a param-
eter and mass calibration information showing the relation-
ship between the mass-to-charge ratio and the calibration
value with the pressure of a collision induced dissociation gas
in the case of performing a mass scan of the rear quadrupole
as a parameter in an MS/MS analysis including a dissociating
operation using the collision cell; and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by selecting, according
to the measurement mode of the MS/MS analysis to be per-
formed, a necessary combination from among the mass cali-
bration information stored in the calibration information stor-
age section, by reading the mass calibration information
corresponding to a specified pressure of the collision induced
dissociation gas and by driving each of the front quadrupole
and the rear quadrupole using that information.

Typical examples of the measurement mode of the MS/MS
analysis in the first and second aspects of the present inven-
tion are the MRM measurement, precursor-ion scan measure-
ment, product-ion scan measurement and neutral-loss scan
measurement.

A specific example of the mass calibration information
showing the relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio
and the calibration value with the pressure of the collision
induced dissociation gas as a parameter is a two-dimensional
table in which each array of cells arranged in either the row or
column direction are the fields for setting calibration values
which respectively correspond to different mass-to-charge
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6

ratios while each array of cells arranged in the other direction
are the fields for setting calibration values which respectively
correspond to different pressures of the collision induced
dissociation gas.

In both of the triple quadruple mass spectrometers accord-
ing to the first and second aspects of the present invention,
mass calibration information to be used in an MS/MS analy-
sis including the ion-dissociating operation using the colli-
sion cell is held in the calibration information storage section.
The difference between the first and second aspects of the
present invention exists in that the first aspect of the present
invention has the mass calibration information for each of the
aforementioned measurement modes of the MS/MS analysis,
while the second aspect of the present invention has a set of
mass calibration information for the front quadrupole and
another set of mass calibration information for the rear qua-
drupole, the two sets being common to all the measurement
modes of the MS/MS analysis.

For example, when performing a product-ion scan mea-
surement or neutral-loss scan measurement (both of which
require a mass scan in the rear quadrupole), the triple quadru-
pole mass spectrometer according to the first aspect of the
present invention allows a different set of mass calibration
information to be used in the mass calibration of the rear
quadrupole according to the measurement mode used. On the
other hand, the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer accord-
ing to the second aspect of the present invention is advanta-
geous in that it requires a smaller amount of mass calibration
information to be held, although it does not allow different
sets of mass calibration information to be used in the mass
calibration of the rear quadrupole according to, for example,
whether a product-ion scan measurement or neutral-loss scan
measurement is performed.

In any of the first and second aspects of the present inven-
tion, the controller retrieves, from the calibration information
storage section, mass calibration information corresponding
to the measurement mode of the MS/MS analysis to be per-
formed and the specified pressure of the collision induced
dissociation gas, and drives the front and rear quadrupoles
using that information.

The calibration information storage section in the present
invention may preferably be configured so that it holds, as the
aforementioned mass calibration information, mass calibra-
tion information showing the relationship between the mass-
to-charge ratio and the calibration value with a mass-scan
speed as a parameter in addition to the pressure of the colli-
sion induced dissociation gas.

According to this configuration, it is possible to perform a
mass calibration taking into account the specified mass-scan
speed in addition to the measurement mode of the MS/MS
analysis to be performed and the specified pressure of the
collision induced dissociation gas (CID gas pressure). A spe-
cific example of the mass calibration information which
shows the relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio and
the calibration value with the pressure of the collision induced
dissociation gas and the mass-scan speed as the parameters is
a plurality of two-dimensional tables each of which corre-
sponds to one of a plurality of pressure values of the collision
induced dissociation gas. Each of the two-dimensional tables
shows the relationship between the calibration value with
respect to the mass-scan speed and mass-to-charge ratio in an
MS/MS analysis performed under the corresponding pressure
of the collision induced dissociation gas. For example, the
table has a number of cells in which each array of cells
arranged in either the row or column direction are the fields
for setting calibration values which respectively correspond
to different mass-to-charge ratios while each array of cells
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arranged in the other direction are the fields for setting dif-
ferent values of the mass-scan speed.

In the previously described configuration, when the mea-
surement is performed in a mode in which the mass-to-charge
ratio of the ion to be allowed to pass through the front qua-
drupole and/or rear quadrupole is fixed (as in the case of the
MRM or product-ion scan measurement), the mass calibra-
tion information corresponding to the lowest scan speed
among the mass calibration information of the front quadru-
pole and/or rear quadrupole corresponding to that measure-
ment mode is used.

The third aspect of the present invention aimed at solving
the previously described problem is a triple quadrupole mass
spectrometer having: an ion source for ionizing a sample; a
front quadrupole for selecting, as a precursor ion, an ion
having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from various ions pro-
duced by the ion source; a collision cell for causing dissocia-
tion of the precursor ion by making the precursor ion collide
with collision induced dissociation gas; a rear quadrupole for
selecting an ion having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from
various product ions produced by the dissociation; and a
detector for detecting the ion passing through the rear qua-
drupole, the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer including:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing the relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration value,
obtained by performing an analysis including the dissociation
of'the precursor ion in the collision cell for a standard sample
having a known mass-to-charge ratio under a collision
induced dissociation gas pressure specified by a user; and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by reading the mass
calibration information from the calibration information stor-
age section and by driving each of the front quadrupole and
the rear quadrupole using that information, when an MS/MS
analysis of a target sample is performed using the aforemen-
tioned collision induced dissociation gas pressure.

Under normal situations, the “analysis including the disso-
ciation of the precursor ion in the collision cell” in the previ-
ous description is an MS/MS analysis. The analysis may also
be an MS analysis in which the selection of ions according to
their mass-to-charge ratios is performed in only one of the
front and rear quadrupoles (e.g. a front quadrupole scan mea-
surement, which will be described later) with CID gas intro-
duced in the collision cell. The “standard sample having a
known mass-to-charge ratio” means a standard sample which
will yield an ion (product ion) to be detected by the detector
at aknown mass-to-charge ratio when the “analysis including
the dissociation of the precursor ion in the collision cell” is
performed on that standard sample.

Unlike the first and second aspects of the present invention
in which mass calibration information is stored for a plurality
of pressures of the collision induced dissociation gas, in the
third aspect of the present invention, only the mass calibration
information related to the collision induced dissociation gas
pressure specified by a user is stored in the calibration infor-
mation storage section, and a mass calibration using this mass
calibration information is performed when an MS/MS analy-
sis of a target sample is performed under that pressure of the
collision induced dissociation gas. This configuration is
advantageous in that the amount of mass calibration informa-
tion that needs to be held is further decreased. The “mass
calibration information showing the relationship between the
mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration value, obtained by
performing an analysis including the dissociation of the pre-
cursor ion in the collision cell for a standard sample having a
known mass-to-charge ratio under a collision induced disso-
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ciation gas pressure specified by a user” may be a set of
information obtained by performing an analysis in a single
measurement mode specified by the user “under a collision
induced dissociation gas pressure specified by a user”, or it
may be a set of information obtained by performing analyses
in various measurement modes under the “collision induced
dissociation gas pressure specified by a user.” In the former
case, the controller reads, from the calibration information
storage section, the mass calibration information obtained by
performing that single measurement mode, and drives each of
the front and rear quadrupoles based on that information. In
the latter case, the mass calibration information stored in the
calibration information storage section consists of a collec-
tion of information which describes, for each measurement
mode, the relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio and
the calibration value under the “collision induced dissocia-
tion gas pressure specified by a user.” Therefore, the control-
ler reads, from the calibration information storage section, the
mass calibration information corresponding to the measure-
ment mode of the MS/MS analysis to be performed, and
drives each of the front and rear quadrupoles based on that
information.

The mass calibration in the third aspect of the present
invention may also preferably be performed taking into
account the mass-scan speed in addition to the collision
induced dissociation gas pressure. In this case, the mass cali-
bration information is obtained by performing an analysis
including a dissociation of the precursor ion in the collision
cell for a standard sample while variously changing the mass-
scan speed (or the measurement mode and the mass-scan
speed) under a collision induced dissociation gas pressure
specified by a user, and the thus obtained information is stored
in the calibration information storage section. When an
MS/MS analysis of a target sample is performed under the
aforementioned collision induced dissociation gas pressure,
the controller reads, from the calibration information storage
section, the mass calibration information corresponding to
the mass-scan speed (or the measurement mode and the mass-
scan speed) to be applied in the analysis and calibrates the
mass-to-charge ratio using that information.

In a preferable mode of the first, second or third aspect of
the present invention, the calibration value includes a calibra-
tion value for adjusting the mass-resolving power in addition
to the calibration value of the mass-to-charge ratio, and the
controller performs an adjustment of the mass-resolving
power concurrently with the calibration of the mass-to-charge
ratio of the ion to be detected by the detector.

Advantageous Effects of the Invention

Thus, in the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer accord-
ing to the present invention, even if an MS/MS analysis is
performed under various pressures of the collision induced
dissociation gas (CID gas pressures), the mass calibration is
appropriately performed for each pressure of the collision
induced dissociation gas, so that the discrepancy of the mass-
to-charge ratio axis of the mass spectrum (MS/MS spectrum)
is reduced. As a result, a mass spectrum with a high level of
mass accuracy is obtained, and the accuracy of the quantita-
tive determination or structural analysis of the target compo-
nent is improved.

In the case of a system which does not only perform the
appropriate mass calibration according to the pressure of the
collision induced dissociation gas but also adjusts the mass-
resolving power in the previously described manner, the dete-
rioration in the mass resolution and/or sensitivity of the mass
spectrum (MS/MS spectrum) is also reduced, so that the
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accuracy of the quantitative determination or structural analy-
sis of the target component is further improved.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a schematic configuration diagram of a triple
quadrupole mass spectrometer as one embodiment of the
present invention.

FIG. 2 shows drive modes for the front quadrupole (Q1)
and rear quadrupole (Q3) in MS analyses and MS/MS analy-
ses.

FIG. 3 is a model diagram showing the contents of the
tables stored in a mass calibration table storage section.

FIG. 4 shows specific examples of the mass calibration
table.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show measurement examples obtained
with triple quadrupole mass spectrometers, where FIG. 5A is
a peak profile waveform obtained with a conventional device
and FIG. 5B is a peak profile waveform obtained with a device
according to the present invention.

FIGS. 6A, 6B, 6C, and 6D show measurement examples
obtained with a conventional triple quadrupole mass spec-
trometer.

DESCRIPTION OF EMBODIMENTS

A triple quadrupole mass spectrometer as one embodiment
of the present invention is hereinafter described with refer-
ence to the attached drawing. FIG. 1 is a schematic configu-
ration diagram of the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer of
the present embodiment.

The triple quadrupole mass spectrometer of the present
embodiment has an analysis chamber 11 evacuated with a
vacuum pump (not shown), which contains: an ion source 12
for ionizing a sample to be analyzed; a front quadrupole mass
filter (front quadrupole) 13 and a rear quadrupole mass filter
(rear quadrupole) 16, each of which is composed of four rod
electrodes; a collision cell 14 in which a multipole ion guide
15 is provided; and a detector 17 for detecting ions and
producing detection signals corresponding to the amounts of
the ions. A passage selector 10 performs a switching opera-
tion for supplying the ion source 12 with either a sample to be
analyzed which is fed, for example, from a gas chromato-
graph (which is not shown) or a standard sample for calibra-
tion and adjustment. Various compounds can be used as the
standard sample, such as PEG (polyethylene glycol), TFA
(trifluoroacetic acid) and PFTBA (perfluorotributylamine). If
the sample is a gas sample, a device which ionizes the sample
by an EI (electron ionization), CI (chemical ionization) or
similar method is used as the ion source 12. If the sample is a
liquid sample, a device which ionizes the sample by an ESI
(electrospray ionization), APCI (atmospheric pressure
chemical ionization), APPI (atmospheric pressure photoion-
ization) or similar atmospheric pressure ionization method is
used as the ion source 12. In a system which ionizes the
sample by an atmospheric pressure ionization method, the ion
source 12 is placed outside the analysis chamber 11 and will
not be evacuated by the vacuum pump. In this case, a desol-
vation unit is provided between the ion source 12 and the
analysis chamber 11, and the ions generated by the ion source
12 are introduced through this desolvation unit into the analy-
sis chamber 11.

A controller 20, to which an input unit 29 and a display unit
30 are connected, includes an automatic/manual adjustment
controller 21, a mass calibration table storage section 22, a
resolution adjustment table storage section 23 and other com-
ponents. Under the command of this controller 20, predeter-
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mined amounts of voltage are applied from a Q1 power unit
24, q2 power unit 26 and Q3 power unit 27 to the front
quadrupole 13, multipole ion guide 15 and rear quadrupole
16, respectively. Furthermore, under the command of the
controller 20, collision induced dissociation gas (CID gas)
composed of helium, argon or similar gas is supplied from a
CID gas supplier 25 to the collision cell 14. The detection
signals (ion intensity signals) produced by the detector 17 are
fed to a data processor 28, which performs predetermined
data processing to create mass spectra or other forms of
information. It should be noted that the controller 20 and data
processor 28 are the functional blocks realized by executing a
dedicated controlling-and-processing software program
installed on a personal computer provided as hardware.

As commonly known, each of the voltages applied from the
Q1 and Q3 power units 24 and 27 to the front and rear
quadrupoles 13 and 16 under the command of the controller
20 is composed of a radio-frequency voltage added to a DC
voltage. The voltage applied from the q2 power unit 26 to the
multipole ion guide 15 is a radio-frequency voltage for focus-
ing ions. Normally, a DC bias voltage is additionally applied
to the quadrupoles 13 and 16 as well as the ion guide 15.

In the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer of the present
embodiment, four measurement modes are provided for nor-
mal MS analyses in which no ion-dissociating operation is
performed in the collision cell 14: the front quadrupole SIM
measurement, front quadrupole scan measurement, rear qua-
drupole SIM measurement, and rear quadrupole scan mea-
surement. Furthermore, four measurement modes are pro-
vided for MS/MS analyses in which an ion-dissociating
operation is performed in the collision cell 14: the MRM
measurement, precursor-ion scan measurement, product-ion
scan measurement, and neutral-loss scan measurement. FIG.
2 shows the drive modes for the front quadrupole (denoted as
“Q1” in the FIG. 13 and rear quadrupole (denoted as “Q3” in
the FIG. 16 in each measurement mode.

InFIG. 2, “SIM” means driving the quadrupole so that only
an ion having a specified mass-to-charge ratio (m/z) can pass
through it, as in the SIM measurement. “SCAN” means driv-
ing the quadrupole so that a mass scan is performed over a
specified range of mass-to-charge ratios at a specified scan
speed, as in the scan measurement. As is evident from FIG. 2,
in an MS analysis, one of the front and rear quadrupoles 13
and 16 is set in either the SIM drive mode or scan drive mode.
In an MS/MS analysis, each of the front and rear quadrupoles
13 and 16 is set in either the SIM drive mode or scan drive
mode.

FIG. 3 is a model diagram showing the contents of the
tables stored in the mass calibration table storage section 22.
As shown, the tables stored in the mass calibration table
storage section 22 are roughly divided into a mass calibration
table group 22 A for MS analysis and a mass calibration table
group 22B for MS/MS analysis. The mass calibration table
group 22A for MS analysis includes two mass calibration
tables: a mass calibration table 22A1 for Q1 mass spectrom-
etry and a mass calibration table 22 A2 for Q3 mass spectrom-
etry. On the other hand, the mass calibration table group 22B
for MS/MS analysis includes a mass calibration table set
22B1 for Q1 scan and a mass calibration table set 22B2 for Q3
scan, each of which consist of a plurality of mass calibration
tables.

One mass calibration table is a two-dimensional table hold-
ing mass deviation values written in a set of cells arranged in
rows and columns, with each row corresponding to one of the
different scan speeds (S1, S2, . .., and Sn) as one parameter
and each column corresponding to one of the different mass-
to-charge ratios (M1, M2, .. ., and Mk) as another parameter.
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This table can be regarded as describing the relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and the mass deviation for
each scan speed. In the mass calibration for an MS analysis, it
is unnecessary to consider the CID gas pressure, since an MS
analysis includes no ion-dissociating operation to be per-
formed in the collision cell 14.

The plurality of mass calibration tables included in the
mass calibration table set 22B1 for Q1 scan or mass calibra-
tion table set 22B2 for Q3 scan include a plurality of two-
dimensional tables each of which is similar to the previously
described table and holds mass deviation values written in a
set of cells arranged in rows and columns, with each
row corresponding to one of the different scan speeds (S1,
S2,...,and Sn) as one parameter, each column corresponding
to one of the different mass-to-charge ratios (M1, M2, . . .,
and Mk) as another parameter, and each mass calibration
table corresponding to one of the different CID gas pressures
(P1,P2, ..., and Pm) (see FIG. 3). That is to say, these mass
calibration table sets 22B1 and 22B2 can be regarded as
describing the relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio
and the mass deviation for each of the various combinations
of the CID pressures and the scan speeds.

FIG. 4 shows an example of one of the plurality of mass
calibration tables included in each of the two mass calibration
table sets 22B1 and 22B2 belonging to the mass calibration
table group 22B for MS/MS analysis. For example, the upper
mass calibration table in this figure is one of the mass cali-
bration tables belonging to the mass calibration table set
22B1 for Q1 scan. Specifically, this table shows mass cali-
bration values to be applied when the CID gas pressure is 200
kPa. The cells in the first row of this table show, from left to
right, the mass deviation values to be applied at m/z 65.05,
m/z 168.10, m/z 344.20, m/z 652.40, m/z 1004.60 and m/z
1312.80 when the scan speed is at the lowest value, 125 u/s.

In the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer of the present
embodiment, the previously described mass calibration
tables are prepared beforehand based on the result of an
analysis of a standard sample at an appropriate point in time
before a measurement for a target sample is performed. Two
methods for creating the mass calibration tables (i.e. for deter-
mining the mass deviation value for each mass-to-charge
ratio) are available: automatic adjustment and manual adjust-
ment. The procedure for creating the mass calibration tables
by automatic adjustment is as follows:

(1) Creation of Mass Calibration Table for Q1 Mass Spec-
trometry

When a command for the automatic adjustment is given,
the automatic/manual adjustment controller 21 operates the
passage selector 10 so that the standard sample will be con-
tinuously introduced into the ion source 12. It also controls
the Q3 power unit 27 so that ions will directly pass through the
rear quadrupole 16 (i.e. so that no selection according to their
mass-to-charge ratios will be performed). In this case, no
ion-selection voltage is applied from the Q3 power unit 27 to
the rear quadrupole 16, or a voltage that makes the rear
quadrupole 16 function as a mere ion guide is applied. Mean-
while, the supply of the CID gas to the collision cell 14 is
halted; or if the supply of the CID gas is necessary, the bias
voltage applied to the collision cell 14 is regulated to decrease
the amount of collision energy, so as to suppress the ion-
dissociating effect of the collision cell 14 and thereby achieve
a sufficiently high level of peak sensitivity at the mass-to-
charge ratio to be used for the adjustment. Under such a
condition, the automatic/manual adjustment controller 21
operates the Q1 power unit 24 so that the mass scan over a
predetermined range of mass-to-charge ratios will be per-
formed in the front quadrupole 13 at a plurality of scan speeds
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S1, S2, ..., Sn. The voltage applied to the front quadrupole
13 in this operation is determined, for example, according to
the default value that is already set when the present system is
delivered to users.

The data processor 28 determines the peak profile over the
predetermined range of mass to-charge ratios for each scan
speed based on the detection signals obtained from the detec-
tor 17 for each mass scan cycle. Normally, one peak profile is
created by accumulating the data obtained through a plurality
of'times of the scan measurement performed at the same scan
speed. This peak profile shows the continuous relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and the signal intensity of
the ions detected in the mass-scan process. A peak waveform
corresponding to each standard component contained in the
standard sample is observed on the peak profile.

The accurate mass-to-charge ratio (e.g. the theoretical
value) of the standard component is previously known. If
there is no mass deviation, the measured value of the mass-
to-charge ratio determined from the peak position (e.g. the
position of the center of the mass of the peak waveform) of the
standard component observed on the peak profile should
agree with the theoretical value of the mass-to-charge ratio.
Actually, however, due to various factors, each individual
system has a specific mass deviation, or even in the same
system, the mass deviation can fluctuate with the elapse of
time and/or depending on the surrounding environment.
Therefore, the automatic/manual adjustment controller 21
calculates the mass deviation value, i.e. the difference
between the measured and theoretical values, for each mass-
to-charge ratio at which the peak of the standard component
appears. The obtained values are adopted as the mass devia-
tion values to be written in the mass calibration table 22A1 for
Q1 mass spectrometry.

(2) Creation of Mass Calibration Table for Q3 Mass Spec-
trometry

Next, the automatic/manual adjustment controller 21 oper-
ates the Q1 power unit 24 so that ions will directly pass
through the front quadrupole 13 (i.e. so that no selection
according to their mass-to-charge ratios will be performed).
In this case, no ion-selection voltage is applied from the Q1
power unit 24 to the front quadrupole 13, or a voltage which
makes the front quadrupole 13 function as a mere ion guide is
applied. Under such a condition, the automatic/manual
adjustment controller 21 operates the Q3 power unit 27 so that
the mass scan over a predetermined range of mass-to-charge
ratios will be performed in the rear quadrupole 16 at a plural-
ity of scan speeds Si, S2, . . ., Sn. The voltage applied to the
rear quadrupole 16 in this operation is also determined, for
example, according to the default value that is already set
when the present system is delivered to users.

As in the case of the mass scan in the front quadrupole 13,
the data processor 28 determines the peak profile over the
predetermined range of mass to-charge ratios for each scan
speed, based on the detection signals obtained from the detec-
tor 17 for each mass scan cycle. The automatic/manual adjust-
ment controller 21 calculates the mass deviation value, i.e. the
difference between the measured and theoretical values, for
each mass-to-charge ratio at which the peak of the standard
component appears. The obtained values are adopted as the
mass deviation values to be written in the mass calibration
table 22A2 for Q3 mass spectrometry.

When the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer is operated
to perform an MS analysis in which the selection of ions
according to their mass-to-charge ratios is performed in only
one of the front and rear quadrupoles 13 and 16, the ion which
has passed through the front quadrupole 13 should be intro-
duced into the rear quadrupole 16 without undergoing the
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collision induced dissociation in the collision cell 14. There-
fore, as noted earlier, in the process of creating the mass
calibration table 22A1 for Q1 mass spectrometry and the
mass calibration table 22A2 for Q3 mass spectrometry
belonging to the mass calibration table group 22A for MS
analysis, the peak profile is obtained under the condition that
the ion-dissociating effect in the collision cell 14 is lowered
by halting the supply of the CID gas to the collision cell 14, or
if the supply of the CID gas is necessary, by regulating the
bias voltage applied to the collision cell 14 to decrease the
amount of collision energy.

On the other hand, in the case of an MS/MS analysis, the
ion which has passed through the front quadrupole 13 is
introduced into the rear quadrupole 16 after undergoing the
collision induced dissociation in the collision cell 14, where
the passing speed of the ion decreases due to the collision with
the CID gas. The higher the CID gas pressure in the collision
cell 14 is, the greater the amount of decrease in the passing
speed is. Therefore, if amass calibration value obtained under
a certain CID gas pressure is used in an MS/MS analysis of a
target sample which is performed under a different CID gas
pressure, a discrepancy of the mass-to-charge ratio axis will
occur. Therefore, in the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer
of the present embodiment, the mass calibration table set
22B1 for Q1 scan and the mass calibration table set 22B2 for
Q3 scan belonging to the mass calibration table group 22B for
MS/MS analysis are created by determining a peak profile as
described earlier for each of a plurality of CID gas pressures.
The procedure for creating these table sets 22B1 and 22B2 is
hereinafter described.

(3) Creation of Mass Calibration Table Set for Q1 Scan

Initially, the automatic/manual adjustment controller 21
operates the passage selector 10 so that the standard sample
will be continuously introduced into the ion source 12, and it
also operates the Q3 power unit 27 so that ions will directly
pass through the rear quadrupole 16 (i.e. so that no selection
according to their mass-to-charge ratios will be performed).
Furthermore, the automatic/manual adjustment controller 21
controls the supply of the CID gas from the CID gas supplier
25 to the collision cell 14 so that the CID gas pressure in the
collision cell 14 will be a predetermined value (P1). Then, the
mass scan in the front quadrupole 13 as well as the creation of
the peak file and the calculation of the mass deviation value by
the data processor 28 are performed in the previously
described manner. That is to say, the automatic/manual
adjustment controller 21 operates the Q1 power unit 24 so that
the mass scan over a predetermined range of mass-to-charge
ratios will be performed at a plurality of scan speeds S1,
S2, ..., and Sn in the front quadrupole 13. Then, the data
processor 28 determines the peak profile over the predeter-
mined range of mass to-charge ratios for each scan speed
based on the detection signals obtained from the detector 17
for each mass scan cycle, and calculates the mass deviation
value, i.e. the difference between the measured and theoreti-
cal values, for each mass-to-charge ratio at which the peak of
the standard component appears. The obtained values are
adopted as the mass deviation values to be written in the “P1
Table” included in the mass calibration table set 22B1 for Q1
scan.

Subsequently, the automatic/manual adjustment controller
21 changes the CID gas pressure in the collision cell 14 to P2,
P3, ..., and Pm in a stepwise manner by controlling the CID
gas supplier 25. In each step, it performs the mass scan and
calculates the peak profile and the mass deviation value in the
previously described manner. The mass deviation values thus
obtained are written in each of the mass calibration tables (i.e.
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“P2Table™,..., “Pm Table” in the figure) included in the mass
calibration table set 22B1 for Q1 scan.
(4) Creation of Mass Calibration Table Set for Q3 Scan

Next, the automatic/manual adjustment controller 21 oper-
ates the Q1 power unit 24 so that ions will directly pass
through the front quadrupole 13 (i.e. so that no selection
according to their mass-to-charge ratios will be performed).
Furthermore, the automatic/manual adjustment controller 21
controls the supply of the CID gas from the CID gas supplier
25 to the collision cell 14 so that the CID gas pressure in the
collision cell 14 will be a predetermined value (P1). Then,
similarly to the previous case, it performs the mass scan at a
plurality of scan speeds S1, S2, . . ., and Sn in the rear
quadrupole 16 as well as the creation of the peak profile and
the calculation of the mass deviation values at each scan speed
by the data processor 28. The obtained values are adopted as
the mass deviation values to be written in the “P1 Table”
included in the mass calibration table set 22B2 for Q3 scan.

Subsequently, the automatic/manual adjustment controller
21 changes the CID gas pressure in the collision cell 14 to P2,
P3, ..., and Pm in a stepwise manner by controlling the CID
gas supplier 25. In each step, similarly to the previous case, it
performs the mass scan in the rear quadrupole 16 and calcu-
lates the peak profile and the mass deviation value in the
previously described manner. The mass deviation values thus
obtained are written in each of the mass calibration tables (i.e.
“P2 Table”, ..., “Pm Table”) included in the mass calibration
table set 22B2 for Q3 scan.

Thus, all the mass calibration tables 22A1 and 22A2 as
well as the mass calibration table sets 22B1 and 22B2 shown
in FIG. 3 are completed.

On the other hand, if the shape of the actually measured
peak profile is rather deficient due to a comparatively low
degree of purity of the standard sample or other factors, the
previously described automatic adjustment may be incapable
of providing a sufficient level of calibration accuracy. Fur-
thermore, depending on the purpose of the analysis or for
other reasons, users may desire to conduct an analysis on a
specific component with a high level of accuracy, and such an
analysis may require a higher level of accuracy than the mass
calibration by the automatic adjustment. In such a case, the
manual mass calibration is performed by users themselves or
by field service representatives. When a command for per-
forming the manual adjustment is given, the automatic/
manual adjustment controller 21 displays, on the screen of the
display unit 30, a mass calibration table as shown in FIG. 4 as
well as a peak profile at an arbitrary scan speed and mass-to-
charge ratio in this table.

The user selects an arbitrary cell in the displayed mass
calibration table to display a peak profile near the mass-to-
charge ratio corresponding to that cell. Then, the user appro-
priately rewrites the mass deviation value in the selected cell
so as to bring the target centroid peak to the center of the
horizontal axis (mass-to-charge ratio axis) in the display
frame of the peak profile waveform. By this operation, the
calibration value for that mass-to-charge ratio is determined
Similarly, based on his or her own experience, the user can
adjust the calibration value at the peak for each different
combination of the mass-to-charge ratio and the scan speed
until all the calibration values held in the cells of the mass
calibration table are determined Such a manual adjustment
allows the user to visually check the change in the peak
waveform and accurately determine the mass deviation for
each peak. To perform the manual adjustment more effi-
ciently, for example, a method proposed in JP2012-043721 A
by the present applicant may be used.
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Next, an operation of performing an analysis of a target
sample using the mass calibration tables 22A1 and 22A2 as
well as the mass calibration table sets 22B1 and 22B2 held in
the mass calibration table storage section 22 in the previously
described manner is described. As one example, the following
description deals with the case of performing a product-ion
scan measurement for the target sample.

In the case of the product-ion scan measurement, the mass-
to-charge ratio range and the scan speed in the rear quadru-
pole 16, the mass-to-charge ratio of the precursor ion and
other analysis condition parameters are set through the input
unit 29. However, as already noted, in the case where the
product-ion scan measurement is triggered by an MRM or
normal scan measurement, the mass-to-charge ratio of the
precursor ion and some other parameters are automatically
determined based on the result of the MRM or normal scan
measurement. Additionally, as one of the analysis condition
parameters, the CID gas pressure is also set through the input
unit 29 in order to achieve an appropriate CID efficiency in the
collision cell. In the hereinafter described example, it is
assumed that the analysis condition parameters are set as
follows: range of mass-to-charge ratios in the rear quadrupole
16, m/z 70-1300; scan speed, 2000 u/s; mass-to-charge ratio
of the precursor ion, m/z 1200; and CID gas pressure, 200
kPa.

The controller 20 refers to the mass calibration table cor-
responding to a CID gas pressure of 200 kPa in the mass
calibration table set 22B1 for Q1 scan held in the mass cali-
bration table storage section 22 and reads the calibration
values corresponding to the lowest scan speed in the table,
125 u/s. That is to say, the calibration values in the first row in
the upper table in FIG. 4 (-0.94, -0.84, . . . ) are read. From
these calibration values which correspond to the different
mass-to-charge ratios, a calibration value corresponding to
the mass-to-charge ratio of the target precursor ion, i.e. m/z
1200, is calculated by interpolation or other operations. The
reason why the calibration values corresponding to the lowest
scanspeed 125 u/s areused is because, in the product-ion scan
measurement, the front quadrupole 13 is driven in the SIM
drive mode, as shown in FIG. 2. Using the calibration value
thus calculated, the controller 20 operates the Q1 power unit
24 so that the ion having a mass-to-charge ratio of m/z 1200
will be selectively allowed to pass through the front quadru-
pole 13.

The controller 20 also refers to the mass calibration table
corresponding to a CID gas pressure of 200 kPa in the mass
calibration table set 22B2 for Q3 scan held in the mass cali-
bration table storage section 22 and reads the calibration
values corresponding to the specified scan speed, 2000 u/s.
That is to say, the calibration values in the fifth row in the
lowertable in FIG. 4 (-0.79,-0.69,-0.48, . . . ) areread. Using
the read calibration values, the controller 20 operates the Q3
power unit 27 so that a mass scan over a range of mass-to-
charge ratios from m/z 70 to 1300 will be repeated at a scan
speed of 2000 u/s in the rear quadrupole 16.

After each ofthe front and rear quadrupoles 13 and 16 is set
in the previously described manner, a target sample is intro-
duced into the ion source 12. Then, the components in the
sample are ionized in the ion source 12. Among the various
ions thereby produced, only an ion having a mass-to-charge
ratio of m/z 1200 is selectively allowed to pass through the
front quadrupole 13 and be introduced into the collision cell
14 as the precursor ion. In this collision cell 14, CID gas is
continuously introduced from the CID gas supplier 25 so as to
maintain the CID gas pressure in the cell at 200 kPa. Due to
the collision with this CID gas, the precursor ion undergoes
dissociation, whereby various product ions are produced.
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Those product ions are transported and focused by the radio-
frequency electric field formed by the multipole ion guide 15,
to be sent into the rear quadrupole 16. As described previ-
ously, the rear quadrupole 16 is operated to perform the mass
scan, whereby only a product ion having a mass-to-charge
ratio which satisfies the passing conditions among the various
product ions can pass through the rear quadrupole 16, to
eventually reach and be detected by the detector 17. The data
processor 28 receives detection signals from the detector 17
and creates a peak profile covering a predetermined range of
mass-to-charge ratios. Furthermore, it determines the cen-
troid peak of each peak waveform to create a mass spectrum
(an MS/MS spectrum for the precursor ion of m/z 1200).

The previously described example is one of the cases
where the mass calibration table corresponding to the CID gas
pressure specified as an analysis condition parameter is
included in the mass calibration table set 22B1 for Q1 scan
and the mass calibration table set 22B2 for Q3 scan. If the
mass calibration table corresponding to the CID gas pressure
specified as an analysis condition parameter is not included in
the table sets 22B1 and 22B2, the calibration values corre-
sponding to the desired CID gas pressure can be calculated by
interpolation from the calibration values held in an appropri-
ate pair of mass calibration tables included in each table set
22B1 or 22B2. Similarly, if a scan speed which is not regis-
tered in the mass calibration tables is specified (e.g. 1750 u/s
in the case of FIG. 4), the calibration values corresponding to
the desired scan speed can be calculated by interpolation from
the calibration values in the mass calibration table concerned.

In the case of the MRM measurement, since no mass scan
is performed, both the front quadrupole 13 and the rear qua-
drupole 16 are driven in the SIM drive mode. Therefore, the
drive control of the front quadrupole 13 uses the calibration
values which correspond to the lowest scan speed 125 u/s in
the mass calibration table corresponding to the CID gas pres-
sure specified by a user among the mass calibration table set
22B1 for Q1 scan held in the mass calibration table storage
section 22, while the drive control of the rear quadrupole 16
uses the calibration values which correspond to the lowest
scan speed 125 u/s in the mass calibration table correspond-
ing to the aforementioned CID gas pressure among the mass
calibration table set 22B2 for Q3 scan. The reason why the
calibration values corresponding to the lowest scan speed 125
u/s are used is because it is previously confirmed that the
calibration values corresponding to the lowest scan speed 125
u/s are commonly applicable at any scan speeds lower than
that value. Therefore, if it is previously confirmed that there is
an even higher scan speed which also has the same set of
calibration values, those calibration values corresponding to
that higher scan speed may be selected in place of the cali-
bration values corresponding to the lowest scan speed in the
mass calibration table.

In the case of the neutral-loss scan measurement, both the
front quadrupole 13 and the rear quadrupole 16 are driven in
the scan drive mode. Accordingly, the drive control of the
front quadrupole 13 uses the calibration values which corre-
spond to the scan speed specified as the scan speed for the
front quadrupole 13 in the mass calibration table correspond-
ing to the CID gas pressure specified by the user among the
mass calibration table set 22B1 for Q1 scan held in the mass
calibration table storage section 22, while the drive control of
the rear quadrupole 16 uses the calibration values which
correspond to the scan speed specified as the scan speed for
the rear quadrupole 16 in the mass calibration table corre-
sponding to the aforementioned CID gas pressure among the
mass calibration table set 22B2 for Q3 scan.
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In the case where the analysis to be performed is not an
MS/MS analysis but an MS analysis which does not include
an ion-dissociating operation, either the mass calibration
table 22A1 for Q1 mass spectrometry or mass calibration
table 22A2 for Q3 mass spectrometry held in the mass cali-
bration table storage section 22 is selected according to the
measurement mode as described in FIG. 2, and the calibration
values corresponding to the specified scan speed or those
corresponding to the lowest scan speed 125 u/s are read from
the selected table and used for driving the front quadrupole 13
or rear quadrupole 16.

Although the previous descriptions are only concerned
with the mass calibration, a similar control is also performed
to adjust the mass-resolving power, using the resolution-ad-
justing values written in the tables each of which shows the
relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio and the reso-
Iution-adjusting value with the scan speed as the parameter,
where the tables are divided into two independent groups
stored in the resolution adjustment table storage section 23,
one group for the MS analysis and the other for the MS/MS
analysis, with each group including a table or tables for the
front quadrupole 13 and a table or tables for the rear quadru-
pole 16 independent from each other. Consequently, a mass
spectrum which is acceptable in both the mass accuracy and
the mass resolution can be obtained.

FIGS. 5A and 5B show specific peak profile waveforms
obtained by actual measurements. It should be noted that, for
ease of observation of the discrepancy in the mass-to-charge
ratio axis, these figures show the results obtained by measure-
ments performed in the Q1-scan measurement with CID gas
introduced in the collision cell, although the present invention
produces particularly noticeable effects in an MS/MS analy-
sis including an ion-dissociating operation in the collision
cell. In case of FIG. 5A, the mass calibration and resolution
adjustment according to a conventional method with the scan
speed as the parameter was performed as in the case of FIGS.
6A, 6B, 6C, and 6D, while in case of FIG. 5B the mass
calibration and resolution adjustment according to the present
invention with the CID gas pressure and the scan speed as the
parameters was performed. In both cases, the CID gas pres-
sure in the measurement was 390 kPa, and the scan speed of
the front quadrupole was 30 u/s. As shown in FIG. 5A, when
the conventional mass calibration was performed, the cen-
troid peaks indicated by the vertical lines were displaced from
the center of the horizontal axis of the graph, which indicates
that there was a significant discrepancy in the mass-to-charge
ratio. By contrast, when the mass calibration according to the
present embodiment was performed, as shown in FIG. 5B, a
centroid peak was approximately located at the center of the
horizontal axis of the graph, which means that there was only
a small discrepancy in the mass-to-charge ratio. Furthermore,
the peaks shown in FIG. 5B are more distinct than those in
FIG. 5A, which indicates that the mass-resolving power was
also correctly adjusted.

As described thus far, the triple quadrupole mass spectrom-
eter of the present embodiment can maintain its mass accu-
racy and mass-resolving power at high levels over a wide
range of CID gas pressures from low to high CID gas pres-
sures without requiring any readjustment by users. Therefore,
for example, it is possible to appropriately combine and
simultaneously perform various analyses ranging from an
analysis using a low CID gas pressure to an analysis using a
high CID gas pressure.

In the previous embodiment, there are only two table sets
prepared for MS/MS analyses, i.e. the table set for mass
calibration in the front quadrupole 13 (the mass calibration
table set 22B1 for Q1 scan) and the table set for mass cali-
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bration in the rear quadrupole 16 (the mass calibration table
set 22B2 for Q3 scan), and the two table sets are commonly
used in any measurement mode. This is advantageous for
reducing the quantity of memory used in the mass calibration
table storage section 22. However, it does not allow using a
different set of calibration values for each measurement mode
among various MS/MS analyses. Accordingly, as a modified
example, it is possible to prepare one mass calibration table
set for each measurement mode. In that case, it is preferable to
initially set the same set of calibration values for different
measurement modes in the automatic adjustment and then
allow those calibration values to be changed for each mea-
surement mode by the manual adjustment.

Furthermore, in the previous embodiment, a plurality of
mass calibration tables corresponding to various CID gas
pressures are stored in the mass calibration storage section 22.
However, the present invention is not limited to this configu-
ration. For example, it is possible to perform an analysis on a
standard sample having a known mass-to-charge ratio,
including the dissociation of the precursor ion in the collision
cell under a CID gas pressure specified by the user, before an
MS/MS analysis of a target sample, and to store, in the mass
calibration table storage section 22, a mass calibration table
which is obtained from the measured result and which shows
the relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio and the
calibration value under that CID gas pressure. In this case,
when an MS/MS analysis of the target sample is performed,
the controller 20 calibrates the mass-to-charge ratio of the
ions detected by the detector 17 by reading the aforemen-
tioned mass calibration table from the mass calibration table
storage section 22 and controlling each of the Q1 and Q3
power units 24 and 27 based on the calibration values written
in that table.

It should be noted that the previous embodiment is a mere
example of the present invention, and any change, addition or
modification appropriately made within the spirit of the
present invention will evidently fall within the scope of
claims of the present application.

REFERENCE SIGNS LIST
10 . . . Passage Selector
11 ... Analysis Chamber
12 ... Ion Source
13 . .. Front Quadrupole
14 . . . Collision Cell
15 ... Multipole Ion Guide
16 . . . Rear Quadrupole
17 ... Detector
21 ... Automatic/Manual Adjustment Controller
20 . .. Controller
22 ... Mass Calibration Table Storage Section
22A ... Mass Calibration Table Group for MS Analysis
22A1 ... Mass Calibration Table for Q1 Mass Spectrom-
etry
22A2 ... Mass Calibration Table for Q3 Mass Spectrom-
etry
22B...Mass Calibration Table Group for MS/MS Analy-
sis
22B1 ... Mass Calibration Table Set for Q1 Scan
22B2 . .. Mass Calibration Table Set for Q3 Scan
23 ... Resolution Adjustment Table Storage Section
24 ... Q1 Power Unit
25 ... CID Gas Supplier
26 ... q2 Power Unit
27 ...Q3 Power Unit
28 ... Data Processor
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29 . .. Input Unit
30 ... Display Unit

The invention claimed is:

1. A triple quadrupole mass spectrometer having: an ion
source for ionizing a sample; a front quadrupole for selecting,
as a precursor ion, an ion having a specific mass-to-charge
ratio from various ions produced by the ion source; a collision
cell for causing dissociation of the precursor ion by making
the precursor ion collide with collision induced dissociation
gas; a rear quadrupole for selecting an ion having a specific
mass-to-charge ratio from various product ions produced by
the dissociation; and a detector for detecting the ion passing
through the rear quadrupole, the triple quadrupole mass spec-
trometer comprising:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing a relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration
value, with a pressure of a collision induced dissociation
gas as a parameter, for each measurement mode of an
MS/MS analysis including a dissociating operation
using the collision cell; and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by reading, from
the calibration information storage section, the mass
calibration information corresponding to the measure-
ment mode to be performed and a specified pressure of
the collision induced dissociation gas and by driving
each of the front quadrupole and the rear quadrupole
using that information.

2. The triple quadrupole mass spectrometer according to
claim 1, wherein the calibration information storage section
holds, as the aforementioned mass calibration information,
mass calibration information showing the relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and the calibration value
with a mass-scan speed as a parameter in addition to the
pressure of the collision induced dissociation gas.

3. The triple quadrupole mass spectrometer according to
claim 2, wherein the calibration information storage section
holds, as the aforementioned mass calibration information,
mass calibration information showing the relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and the calibration value
with a mass-scan speed as a parameter in addition to the
pressure of the collision induced dissociation gas.

4. The triple quadrupole mass spectrometer according to
claim 1, wherein the calibration value includes a calibration
value for adjusting the mass-resolving power in addition to
the calibration value of the mass-to-charge ratio, and the
controller performs an adjustment of the mass-resolving
power concurrently with the calibration of the mass-to-charge
ratio of the ion to be detected by the detector.

5. A triple quadrupole mass spectrometer having: an ion
source for ionizing a sample; a front quadrupole for selecting,
as a precursor ion, an ion having a specific mass-to-charge
ratio from various ions produced by the ion source; a collision
cell for causing dissociation of the precursor ion; a rear qua-
drupole for selecting an ion having a specific mass-to-charge
ratio from various product ions produced by the dissociation;
and a detector for detecting the ion passing through the rear
quadrupole, the triple quadrupole mass spectrometer com-
prising:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing a relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration value
with a pressure of a collision induced dissociation gas in
acase of performing a mass scan of the front quadrupole
as a parameter and mass calibration information show-
ing the relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio
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and the calibration value with the pressure of the colli-
sion induced dissociation gas in a case of performing a
mass scan of the rear quadrupole as a parameter in an
MS/MS analysis including a dissociating operation
using the collision cell; and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by selecting,
according to a measurement mode of an MS/MS analy-
sis to be performed, a necessary combination from
among the mass calibration information stored in the
calibration information storage section, by reading the
mass calibration information corresponding to a speci-
fied pressure of the collision induced dissociation gas
and by driving each of the front quadrupole and the rear
quadrupole using that information.

6. The triple quadrupole mass spectrometer according to
claim 5, wherein the calibration value includes a calibration
value for adjusting the mass-resolving power in addition to
the calibration value of the mass-to-charge ratio, and the
controller performs an adjustment of the mass-resolving
power concurrently with the calibration of the mass-to-charge
ratio of the ion to be detected by the detector.

7. A triple quadrupole mass spectrometer having: an ion
source for ionizing a sample; a front quadrupole for selecting,
as a precursor ion, an ion having a specific mass-to-charge
ratio from various ions produced by the ion source; a collision
cell for causing dissociation of the precursor ion by making
the precursor ion collide with collision induced dissociation
gas; a rear quadrupole for selecting an ion having a specific
mass-to-charge ratio from various product ions produced by
the dissociation; and a detector for detecting the ion passing
through the rear quadrupole, the triple quadrupole mass spec-
trometer comprising:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing a relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration
value, obtained by performing an analysis including the
dissociation of the precursor ion in the collision cell for
a standard sample having a known mass-to-charge ratio
under a collision induced dissociation gas pressure
specified by a user; and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by reading the
mass calibration information from the calibration infor-
mation storage section and by driving each of the front
quadrupole and the rear quadrupole using that informa-
tion, when an MS/MS analysis of a target sample is
performed using the aforementioned collision induced
dissociation gas pressure.

8. The triple quadrupole mass spectrometer according to
claim 7, wherein the calibration value includes a calibration
value for adjusting the mass-resolving power in addition to
the calibration value of the mass-to-charge ratio, and the
controller performs an adjustment of the mass-resolving
power concurrently with the calibration of the mass-to-charge
ratio of the ion to be detected by the detector.

9. A non-transitory computer-readable medium recording
a program for a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer, the
program provided for use in a triple quadrupole mass spec-
trometer having: an ion source for ionizing a sample; a front
quadrupole for selecting, as a precursor ion, an ion having a
specific mass-to-charge ratio from various ions produced by
the ion source; a collision cell for causing dissociation of the
precursor ion by making the precursor ion collide with colli-
sion induced dissociation gas; a rear quadrupole for selecting
an ion having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from various
product ions produced by the dissociation; and a detector for
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detecting the ion passing through the rear quadrupole, and the
program configured to make a computer function as:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing a relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration
value, with a pressure of a collision induced dissociation
gas as a parameter, for each measurement mode of an
MS/MS analysis including a dissociating operation
using the collision cell; and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by reading, from
the calibration information storage section, the mass
calibration information corresponding to the measure-
ment mode to be performed and a specified pressure of
the collision induced dissociation gas and by driving
each of the front quadrupole and the rear quadrupole
using that information.

10. The non-transitory computer-readable medium record-
ing a program for a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer
according to claim 9, wherein the calibration information
storage section holds, as the aforementioned mass calibration
information, mass calibration information showing the rela-
tionship between the mass-to-charge ratio and the calibration
value with a mass-scan speed as a parameter in addition to the
pressure of the collision induced dissociation gas.

11. The non-transitory computer-readable medium record-
ing a program for a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer
according to claim 9, wherein:

the calibration value includes a calibration value for adjust-
ing the mass-resolving power in addition to the calibra-
tion value of the mass-to-charge ratio; and

the controller performs an adjustment of the mass-resolv-
ing power concurrently with the calibration of the mass-
to-charge ratio of the ion to be detected by the detector.

12. A non-transitory computer-readable medium recording
a program for a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer, the
program provided for use in a triple quadrupole mass spec-
trometer having: an ion source for ionizing a sample; a front
quadrupole for selecting, as a precursor ion, an ion having a
specific mass-to-charge ratio from various ions produced by
the ion source; a collision cell for causing dissociation of the
precursor ion by making the precursor ion collide with colli-
sion induced dissociation gas; a rear quadrupole for selecting
an ion having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from various
product ions produced by the dissociation; and a detector for
detecting the ion passing through the rear quadrupole, and the
program configured to make a computer function as:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing a relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration value
with a pressure of a collision induced dissociation gas in
acase of performing a mass scan of the front quadrupole
as a parameter and mass calibration information show-
ing the relationship between the mass-to-charge ratio
and the calibration value with the pressure of the colli-
sion induced dissociation gas in a case of performing a
mass scan of the rear quadrupole as a parameter in an
MS/MS analysis including a dissociating operation
using the collision cell; and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by selecting,
according to a measurement mode of an MS/MS analy-
sis to be performed, a necessary combination from

20

25

40

45

55

22

among the mass calibration information stored in the
calibration information storage section, by reading the
mass calibration information corresponding to a speci-
fied pressure of the collision induced dissociation gas
and by driving each of the front quadrupole and the rear
quadrupole using that information.

13. The non-transitory computer-readable medium record-
ing a program for a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer
according to claim 12, wherein the calibration information
storage section holds, as the aforementioned mass calibration
information, mass calibration information showing the rela-
tionship between the mass-to-charge ratio and the calibration
value with a mass-scan speed as a parameter in addition to the
pressure of the collision induced dissociation gas.

14. The non-transitory computer-readable medium record-
ing a program for a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer
according to claim 12, wherein:

the calibration value includes a calibration value for adjust-
ing the mass-resolving power in addition to the calibra-
tion value of the mass-to-charge ratio; and

the controller performs an adjustment of the mass-resolv-
ing power concurrently with the calibration of the mass-
to-charge ratio of the ion to be detected by the detector.

15. A non-transitory computer-readable medium recording
a program for a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer, the
program provided for use in a triple quadrupole mass spec-
trometer having: an ion source for ionizing a sample; a front
quadrupole for selecting, as a precursor ion, an ion having a
specific mass-to-charge ratio from various ions produced by
the ion source; a collision cell for causing dissociation of the
precursor ion by making the precursor ion collide with colli-
sion induced dissociation gas; a rear quadrupole for selecting
an ion having a specific mass-to-charge ratio from various
product ions produced by the dissociation; and a detector for
detecting the ion passing through the rear quadrupole, and the
program configured to make a computer function as:

a) a calibration information storage section for storing
mass calibration information showing a relationship
between the mass-to-charge ratio and a calibration
value, obtained by performing an analysis including the
dissociation of the precursor ion in the collision cell for
a standard sample having a known mass-to-charge ratio
under a collision induced dissociation gas pressure
specified by a user; and

b) a controller for calibrating the mass-to-charge ratio of
the ion to be detected by the detector, by reading the
mass calibration information from the calibration infor-
mation storage section and by driving each of the front
quadrupole and the rear quadrupole using that informa-
tion, when an MS/MS analysis of a target sample is
performed using the aforementioned collision induced
dissociation gas pressure.

16. The non-transitory computer-readable medium record-
ing a program for a triple quadrupole mass spectrometer
according to claim 15, wherein:

the calibration value includes a calibration value for adjust-
ing the mass-resolving power in addition to the calibra-
tion value of the mass-to-charge ratio; and

the controller performs an adjustment of the mass-resolv-
ing power concurrently with the calibration of the mass-
to-charge ratio of the ion to be detected by the detector.
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